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Wine for the soul: 24 glorious hours
at the Bat Shlomo Farmhouse

Six elegant suites, a beautiful infinity pool surrounded by lush greenery, unforgettable
farm-to-table dining, and bottles upon bottles of exquisite wine, produced onsite by
Bat Shlomo Vineyards: the Farmhouse takes you on a luxury culinary journey steeped in
history, love of land, of wine, of food - and of life itself / By Nava Marton

Behind every good wine, there's an
even better story. That of Moshav
Bat Shlomo begins in 1889, on

a small piece of land bought by

the Baron de Rothschild on the
southern slopes of Mount Carmel.
The Baron named the moshav after
his mother, Baroness Betty, daughter
of Salomon (Shlomo) Mayer von
Rothschild. Fourteen years ago,
hi-tech entrepreneur Elie Wurtman
decided to revive the Baron’s
pioneering spirit and heritage, plant
new vines, and found Bat Shlomo
Vineyards with winemaker Ari Erle
who learned his trade in some of
the most prestigious Napa Valley
vineyards.
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The art of hospitality
Wurtman didn't content himself
with merely planting some vines.
He wanted to build something that
would speak of love of land and
offer its guests respite from the
tumult of everyday life. He bought
one of the moshav’s historic villas,
spent almost ten years restoring

it according to all the rigorous
conservation requirements with
the help of architects Arnon Nir
and Ishay Breslauer from AR Studio,
and founded the Farmhouse. The
current structure, with its internal
courtyard, faithfully replicates the
original one, notably thanks to the
use of the original caliche stone

and wood beams, to which new
materials were added. The end
result is an architectural wonder
that blends superbly with the
landscape.

The suites and communal areas
are designed in warm earth-to-
sky tones with touches of color,
and wood and leather furniture
that bestows a sense of cozy
homeliness. Beautiful pieces

of contemporary art, made by
leading Israeli artists, can be
found in each suite and across
the whole villa. The art collection,
curated by Yifat Gurion, includes
sculptures, paintings, textile works,
and photographs. They all focus
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on geographical landscapes from
the times of the Zionist pioneers

till today, and confer a sense of
elegance and prestige, immediately
catching the eye as you step in.

The inviting infinity pool with its
lovely little seating areas is located
between the villa and the orchard,
but for those looking to be a tad
more active during their stay, there
are guided walking tours on offer, as
well as a variety of workshops and
sports activities. Also, a wine garden
was recently inaugurated, between
the vineyards and the orchard —
perfect for enjoying a glass of wine
and a tabun-baked pizza made by
head chef Daniel Misan.

From farm to table, from
vineyard to glass

And since the subject of food
has been broached, it might be
time to talk about the star of
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the show here: the wine tasting
room and farm-to-table dining
experience. Fresh herb bread,
kalamata olive butter, seabass

with layered ratatouille, are but

a few of the delights on the fish
and dairy- based menu, with the
ingredients all sourced from a local
organic farm and local producers.
And of course, everything is paired
with delicious Bat Shlomo wines.
But our first encounter with the
wine during our stay, took place

in the wine tasting room. The first
thing you notice here is the giant,
5-meters-tall artwork by artist Ayala
Zur. After a short explanation about
the artwork, we sat down and
prepared our palates for the ride
they were about to go on with the
Bat Shlomo whites, rosés, and reds,
some having received international
recognition, including high marks
from renowned wine critic Robert

Wine, Zionism, and

everything in between

The Farmhouse also organizes guided
tours of the vineyards where guests
get a chance to hear the story of
how founder Elie Wurtman made his
dream come true, drawing inspiration
from the Zionist pioneers. Working

in the vineyards, are students of the
"Regavim” educational agricultural
program, whose goal is to strengthen
the next generation’s bond with the
land and inspire it to take up the reins
and keep agricultural traditions going.
The current head vigneron Or Shrir is
a "Regavim” graduate.

Parker. In between wines, we tried
to take in the information about the
specificities of each wine lovingly
given to us by the wonderful
sommelier and villa manager,
Vadim Toran.

In 2023, the Farmhouse was
selected by travel magazine Condé
Nast Traveler as one of the most
recommended places to stay at,
and Time Out magazine named it
one of Israel's unmissable hotels

- and once you come here, you

can definitely see why. A stay at

the Farmhouse is a multisensorial
experience, a meeting between past
and present, agricultural heritage
and modern entrepreneurship —
and all with lashings of wine.
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